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LLP, a labor and employment
law firm, has been named the
firm's first director of profes
sional development. She
directs the recruitment and
retention initiatives, the asso
ciate mentoring and coaching
program, and the strategic
diversity plan for 15 offices
nationwide. • Elizabeth Jane
Lee of Burlington, N.C.,
teaches in the Alamance
Burlington School System.
• Trina Rossman Smith,

a curriculum specialist at the
University of North Carolina
Greensboro, completed her
master's degree in liberal
studies at the school in May.

• MARRIAGES: Kimberly

Polash and Anthony Martinez,

April 23. They live in Atlanta
where both work for the
Hartford Insurance Group,
Kim as an employee develop
ment consultant and Tony as
an underwriter. • Robyn
Waizenhofer and Patrick
Ankney, September 25, 2004.
Robyn earned her doctorate
in school psychology from the
University of South Carolina
and is a psychologist with the
Charlotte-Mecklenburg (N.C.)
School District. • BIRTHS:
Damon and Amy Bradbury
Barnhill, a daughter, Brannon
Elizabeth, November 19,
2004, Gaffney, S.C. Amy is
a comptroller with the Cherokee

County School District. •
Wes and Darley Collins, a son,
Cason Howell, January 28,
Morehead City, N.C. Wes is
a partner in the Harvell and
Collins, P.A., law firm. •
Derrick and Melanie Brannon
Derringer, a son, Bradley
Michael, April 28. They live
in Irmo, S.C., and Derrick
works as a programmer with
the SCANA Corporation. •
Jamie and Kendall McCurry,
a son, James Clifford III,
May 18, Savannah, Ga. •
Chris (M.A. '97) and Julie
Prince Pare, a daughter,
Hayden Alexandra, June 25,
2004, Greer, S.C. Chris works
for the Greenville Hospital

System and is the athletic
trainer at Riverside High
School. Julie works for
Palmetto Capital Group
and Financial Services, Inc.
• Jason and Laura Rawlings,
a daughter, Meredith Anne,
July 8, Memphis, Tenn. •
Jeff and Ashley Rusbridge,
a son, Luke, June 1 1, Canton,
Ga. • Brian and Erica Curren
Schuler, a son, Cameron
Brandt, February 22, Charles
ton, S.C. • John and Patricia
Snelson, a son, Jonah Andrew,
November 8, 2004, Glaston
bury, Conn. John works as
counsel for IAE International
Aero Engines AG.

Return to Burkina
In the fall of 2000 Furman magazine published an article
by Mark Canavera, a member of the Class of 1999, titled "Six
Days in the Fields. " The article described his life as a Peace
Corps volunteer and mentioned his desire to expand the junior
high school where he taught into a high school.
Readers of the magazine were touched by his story, and
a number of them sent him contributions to support his work.
Here 's his report on what he found when he returned to Africa
this summer.

I n June of this year I returned to Burkina Faso, the West African
country where I served as a Peace Corps volunteer from 1999 to
2002. I had been gone for nearly three years, and my month-long
return was bittersweet.
While it was a joy to see my old friends, neighbors and col
leagues, it was equally difficult to witness that abject poverty still
ravages most people's lives there. Throughout the visit, I was torn
between my love for Burkina and my disappointment that, at least
in material terms, not much has changed there.
The highlight of the visit was the week I spent in Piela, the
eastern village where I had taught English and math at the junior
high school for the first two years of my Peace Corps service.
My friends and neighbors were still plugging along, doing their
best to eke out a living from an unforgiving soil. Unlike in 2004,
when drought and locust invasions devastated the country's corn
and millet crops, this year's rainy season has proven relatively
fruitful.
Seeing my former students was surreal. Some of the boys
have followed the route of technical professions, becoming brick
layers, shopkeepers, or soldiers. Many of them - boys and girls
alike, still teen-agers themselves - have had one or more chil
dren and continued a life of subsistence farming. Yet others
have progressed in school.

The school, built with the help of Furman alumni and friends.

For the most part, the village was physically identical to the
place that I used to call home - the same huts in the same places
and the same dirt paths winding through them. The village's
major physical change was the addition of a high school building,
a project that I had begun while there.
The building's financing came largely from Furman alumni
and friends, whom the Peace Corps office told me had donated
more quickly than any other donors they had seen. Completed i n
2003, the building transformed the junior high into a full-fledged
high school, which opened its doors to the first class of seconde
students (the equivalent of ninth grade) in 2004. Last year, 26
students took their first high school classes in Piela.
The high school represents many things to me - the gener
osity of the Furman community, the link between my lives i n
South Carolina and Burkina Faso, and the opportunity for the
children of Piela to pursue better futures.
Mark is currently pursuing a master's in public policy at Harvard
University 's Kennedy School of Government. He plans to return
to Africa once he completes his degree.
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